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MAY IT PLEASE T H E T RIBUNAL 

IV, /IJtlllas IVa17iO/j q/"!" /lit rtl!(m liS IFanion r1TII. 

1. )Wllo (1I11!? Ronald Miki Apiti. Regimental number 42476. I am a Vietnam Veteran of 

two Tours of duty to the Republic of Soulh Vietnam with Victor 2, 1967/68 and with 

16) Bartery 1971. I :un Nga ti Te \'\lehi, Ngati Hikairo and Ngati \'\lairere. Aotea and 

Tainui are my wab. 

2. I was born at Kawhia 22 June 19~6. My birth parents were ivloka Il opa of Ngati 

\Xlairere and Rahui Ilopa nee Edwards of Ng:"iu lbhui/Ngati Hikairo of \Vaipapa i\.farae 

Kawhia. Hut my wha:mgai p:uents were Te Kaha and Te Ru Apili of Ngali"l'e Wehi. 

grew up treading the waters of Aotea just like my nJpuna Te \'i/ ehi did. This IS who I 

am. 

3. I :un the Chairman of Okapu ManIC at AOtea Moana, Aotea. I also hold the position of 

Kaumaarua for the Royal Ncw Zealand Renarned and Scrvices Association 

(" R.J'\J7R&SA"). ·l·hese positions arc \,olunt:lry. 

4. Presendy I work full time as a Kaumaatua for l'.haori Health, "l"e Kaahul Ora at 

i\{iddlcmore Hospi t:ol, Counties Manukau District Il ealth Board, Auckland. I have been 

in Lhis role fo r 4 years. My p revious role was wah the New Zealand Army for 21 years 

fo llowed by a further 24 years with Broadcasting, Tainui Radio and with Maori 

Programmes, Television New Zeahmd ("TVNZ"). 

5. WID' fJ'" I bert? Many o f us Vietnam veter:tIlS really didn't know what this (mJuif}' was all 

about, but after attending the \X/hakatane hearing and listening to their Brief of 

Evidence, I decided to support tilis Inquiry and to give Illy evidence. I h;lvc to say good 

on them because it takes courage to talk about their experiences spelll during the 

Vietnam \\/ar. 
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6. I think the South Ishnd is the nght placc to gtyC my evidence because this is where I 

joined the .Anny as a 20- year old in Augus! 1966 and this is where r left rhe l\rmy in 

i\!arch 1988. 

7. I also would like TO make it dear that the purpose of submitting Ill)' brief of evidence IS 

becallse of my overriding desire to help and suppon the families of Vietnam Vcterfllls, 

both i\ laori and Pllkeha. in particular their children . 

8. I understand that while this Vetcr:ms' Claim conce rns bow the Crown treated !\·Iaori 

soldiers and whaT Ihe impact ha~ been un them find their ffllnilies, T want any benefit 

fro m r.his Inquiry and rhis Veteran's Claim to help benefit the Pakeha Vietnflm VeTerans 

as well. I Say this because the ann)' treated us the sa me, we got rhe same pay, we sat in 

the same trenches, we shot the same enemy and we gor punished the same. And I think 

\ve suffered the same. 

9. In the army we were soldiers first and furemost. Once yun put on Ihe green unifonn 

yOll stop being Mao ri and ),ou become a New Zealand soldier and that's how I viewed 

mysel f: a soldier :l11d that was that. Dors Ib(lt IIJllkt if ri.~hI? Did if fir! a5 flJolfgb I lvas 

d/J(///{lofJi/~~ "t! itimfiry tllld (If/II/n? It didn't maner. I wanted ro survive. \Vic had times 

where we could be '~{aori ' and that was when we were part of the kapa haka e,'Toup. In 

my da y the kapa baka was called ' Ilaka Bludgc' and it played an important role in the 

army based overseas especially among u s l\hon. \\le performed in from of dignitaries 

and the lligh Commission ttc. So I suppose that while we were soldiers, there was a 

large pan of us that still needed to be '~hori' and kapa haka fJ..!lcd that need. But that 

was all we had. 

10. IPlls Ibue (I/!J likmWI Mtlori ;lIlhe 'm~ty? \'{Iith 'fe Reo, no, there was no usc of 1'e Reo, 

Il owever some units in the armed forces did send per.;onnel on language courses to 

learn T e Reo and other languages like rhe Malay language because 1 RNZI R was based 

in Malaya then to Singapore. so we learned it pnmarily for straTegic reasons 1 think. 

tikanga there. The only rime there was a whakanoa for m~~ was aftcr my second lour 

and my own tribe did it. Karakia, whakanoa. whakawarea. it was done by my kaumatlJ.,1 
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:'lrld not the army. 111 2008 everyone got '" wh~ka!loa ~t \'{ldlingtol1 during Parade OR. 

l11c photos of those who h"d died were put in lhe waka. 1 didn't see the parade as a 

fo on of relief but I acknowledge That the apology helped, 

12. IFbal did,,!} I,.it" alld/tlII/i!y lhillk of ,,/{j(Jilli'(~ Ibe (m)~y? Unlike World War 2 there w" s no 

hui among the people to discuss supporting the Vietnam \'1/ar or not. Some of the 

~Iaori B"Ualion said fight, some said don't fight. Some said it would be good for 

discipline especially a.n uncle of mine Mr John Taua (US Silver Star) member of the 28 

~bori H:Htalion, who wished Ilie w .. : II. 

13. ?vIy parents were strong followers of the Kingitanga and Te Puea, and my parents were 

still holding STrong to what she said so they opposed me going. Like Te Puea, my 

parents didn't want me to fight because of the land wars. Ngati Te \Vehi didn't lose any 

!:tnd:> under confiscaTion but \Vaikat o certainly did. And that's why they weren' t happy 

with m e. 

14. Is Ih(r>: (J 'J"f7a!y obligatioll bellPml tiN CrollJ/l tlild lI(yse!f, tl M(lOIi II'ho .fOI(ghl/or /be Crol/Jl/? I 

nc\'er really felt that there was a feeling of reciprocation or a 'Treat)' partnership' on part 

of the Crown tOwards me, but I felt that there should have been. 1 think the situation 

betwcen a soldier and the Crown is a lInKlllC one. I think it is more than a simple 

'employment relationship'. In what other 'employment relationship' arc }'OU trained to 

kill and expecred to die as part of your job? Nowhere. Our job is not a nonnal Job. So 

I think there arc greater expectations o n behalf of the soldiers {awards the Crown to 

look after us in return for us purring our lives on the linc. 

15. \'(1hen J enlisted I didn't havc the same hangovers that my p:lrents had towards the 

Crown. I ~'lter in life my views changed and I have a greater appreciation of why they 

viewed things a.s they did. Today people want to move o n in termS of their bnd claims 

and I want to kcep the land claIms separate from the veteran Issues, but the reality is my 

parents view of me was marred by their views of what happened wilh the land wars and 

our gnevances, so they are connected. My mother s:lid to me, 'YO LI will never wear a 

korowai because of what YOll have done', which meam in her eyes I had lost mana 

because of my decision TO ignore her to fight for the C:rown. 
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16. I rctu[!1ed home to Ill )' Marne ill Ao rea to ;1 vcry hostile wh:mau wh o were ;wgry til:!! The 

Crown had put a rO:ld through our land and waahi rapu at Te Papa a Whatihua to a 

pktce Gl.lled Maukutea. \Ve, Ng;tti Te Wehi gave evidence ilbou! this in the Te Rohe 

Powe hearings. 111ey absolutely hated the Crown for doing that and here I was, 

retu rni ng from war having fought for the sa me Crown hild had desecrated our waahi 

tapu. So my whanau and my mother held both o f those things aboainst mc. She was not 

:I h:lppy person nor was she happy to sec me. 

17. I remember her platting a Korowni andli flsked if 1 could have It? She stopped doing 

wh:lt she was doing, looked at m(~ and said in Maaori, " I will never ever flgrec fo r you to 

wear a Korowai to say that you ace a man o f staTUre In this world, to me, you are 

nothing, }'OU will be norhing. You de fied me and your ancestors, you went to war 

wi thout our knowleugc, why? It was not your fight. Therefore, from this day [orlh you 

are no[ to wear a korowal ever". I was tOO young to understand, what it all meant until 

many years la te.r. 

18, That's why [ think the Crown obligauon is b'Tearer to Maori soldiers who fight for the 

Crown, beclluse of the history. 'nle Crmvn has to make right that which it did wrong. 

19. I had trouble settling down. I met my first wife Paku Raroa from Rangitukia, T ikitiki, 

East Coast and all 28 December 1969, we had our fi rs t child Desmond James Tc Kaha 

Apiti. He was named after my buddy Des, who was killed in Vietnam during the T.E.T 

O ffensive of 1968. 

20. [/7/;(/( m:a.fS to sm·jl"ts did J b(JI't tifitr J /eji fiJe (II"!J!)? Those o f us ill Waikato were. lucky 

because we were not fa r from Hamilton so we had access to services but 1 know that [or 

many on t.he East Coast, they found it hard getting essential services because o f where 

they lived. Ra Paenga a Vietnam Veteran and a very good friend of m.ine was brought 

all the way from the coast to Hamil ton for treatment. He like many others is no longer 

wilh us. 

21. The access to services issue is a main reason why 1 decideu ro givc evidence. It's not 

JUS t about the veterans getting access to se.(vICCS; it's about our Ivho/r f:un.ily gcltlng 

5 



access ro services, including our wives and our children. Today I get my pension, bu r 

what do my kids get? Th ey get nothing and yet Ihq have su ffered. Man), of our kids, 

they too arc parents now and they Catlnot afford rhe medical bills, so who helps them? 

22. I'm also supporting this kaupapa because there is no recognition of the suffering caused 

to the family of Vietnam veterans !ll all its varIOus forms. I have fouf children from my 

first wife and witholll going into derails, they all suffer medical problems, as do Iheir 

ch ildren, my mokopuna. None of my children walltcd to talk about their medical 

condiuons or have their medical records put on the record. So I ask, where is the 

assistance for them? (ilol/lfl"tl" Illy dtlllgh/fl"fivIN /vfrlboll/"IIr has dedded 10 fQJJJt mId SIIPPOI1). 

23. I believe that I am the CllUse of my children's ill he~lllh due to my service III Vietnam. I 

sa)' this bee:"\use bo th m)' biol06'1cal parents lived long li\'l::s, wirh m y father dying in his 

eigh ty's and my mother died when she was ninety. There was nodllng wrong with them. 

24. M)' children, they didn't Want me to talk about tht:ir mother cither. She too was a victim 

of the Vietnam \'{' ar. Many wi"es wcre. She suffered roo. Whert: was their supporr? 

Where \\las our slJpporr to help us support our wives? believe sht: ~uffered from 

PTSD as a.ccepted by the VeteI""",m Aftairs of New Zeala.ml ("VANZ'') due to angt:r a.nd 

violcnce as~ociated with the psychological, physiological and medical conditions 

suffered by myself as a result of my service in Vietnam. Paku died of lung cancer in 

2002. We rook her body back to Rangitukia Tikitiki East Coast. 

25. Paku and I, we had our problems. I know my childrt:11 may have issues with me because 

o f that. My ch ildren today, 3 of thcm arc now parents. ·nley now have mortgages. 

Thcy have kids to feed, bill s to pa}' and people to worry abom other than themsc.lves. 

And thcy have partners to help them with those issues. For the most. part, r broughT up 

m y kids on m y own. ,\nd I did it all while suffenng from the I::ffccrs of war. I hope that 

now my kids have had to provide and look after th eir own children they now realise that 

it wasn't easy. I know there arc ul1resoh'ed issues, but what has happened has 

happened. J tried my best TO be the best fathe r I could be. I'm not looking fo r excuses 

:lI1d I'm nOt o ffering any. I'm just looking for understanding and I bope lhat they do. 

Kaati. 
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26. The PTID that I suffered was further compounded by the :lcuons of the N ew Zealand 

government, who rejected Vietnam veterans completely, not only by the governmel\l of 

the lime, but by every successive governmenr after that untjl 2008 when we fi nally 

received an apology. 

27. I met In}' secund wife Donna Kim Hcke in 1990 and loda), we are still togelher. 

Th rtnkfully r owe my life to her and so in 2012 we married. Donna has been unable to 

conceive and has had recurrenl rruscarriages (4 to S rruscarriages) and other medical 

Issues. \'(/hen one of her cousins offered us her child we both quickly agreed. Donna 

abo suffers from stress due to m)' moods and my constant nightmares. Our daughter 

suffers tOO :iS she gets frightened from the screaming :md nightmares that I have. 

28. I currently reCl~ve a NZ Veterans Disability Pension o f 180%. My accepted medical 

conditions include the following: Fracture Dislocation Left Ankle with internal 

Fractions and Osteoarthriti s, Sensory Neural De:1fness, Tinninzs, Throat Infection, 

Alcohol Dependency, Eczcma, Chronic obstructive ai rway disease, Stomach Problems, 

Cervical Spondylosis, Ischaemic Herlrt Disease with Aortic Dissection, Recurrent 

Lumbrlr Strain, Ilypertension , Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, Diabetes Type 2. 

29. In 2005 I was on 120% but after I had m)' Ileart and G ut Operarion 2011 I applied for 

Section 23 and got nn increase to 180 (I/o, Sadly my child ren and grandchildren do not 

ge[ any support other than :1 Veterans Card to say that they are children of Vietnam 

Veteran. 

30. I understand that Maoa genecally arc less well off tban Pakeha but l'akeha suffer (00. I 

have veteran friends who :Irc Pakeha who suffer and cannot afford the medical hills for 

their kids and I don't want to leave them out. Right from the start I made it clear to my 

ia\vTer that tills journey is for Maon and Pakeha Vielnam veterans as we fought side by 

side and we :l!"e al! in this kaupapa together and [ fed strongly abouI this. \'(le Vietnam 

vetemn!> suffered together while we were together. 

3!. If:'I/;a/ did 1/;( am(1 do lor III( /IIbm I gol 0111 t# 1/;( mmyr Nothing. We hrld 10 look rlfter 

ourselves when we got our of the army. No one was going 10 hire me. \'(Iho was going 

7 



to hire an ex~kill!;:r? J had to put mysel f and Illy children through education. It wasn't 

easy, b ut I did it. I went to a fil m and television arl$ school. I did 11 on my own - the 

army didn't help. I t cost me S 12,000.00 which 1 paid myself. Being a 1\·lorse code and 

r:l<.lio operator and mu~ician helped I think. Some \'elcrans were sent on selliemenl 

courses for 'civy street' but I wasn't beellise 1 didn't '<lualify' for it. 

32. W I;? did I 1101 qualify!' I don't know if it was mainly Pakeha or selected Maori tha t 

(Jllalified fo r that training or not, but ;111 I know IS thaT [ didn't qualify. But clearly the 

:lnny recognised the need to train soldiers to make tilt: transition from army life to civy 

st reet, but they selected who got on . I'd like the \,(/aitangi Tribunal to rescarch what the 

criteria was for selection as we all should ha\·c been selected. \"'{/e were soldiers uained 

to kill. \'(/e weren't trained or taught how to transition from army life to civilian life. 

Howevcr, I h:n·e heard that today there is now SliPPOr[ given to today's soldier 

transinoning from Military life La clvili~1n life. 

33. Also JUSt before I left the Army 8 March 1988, I was told I had to move o ut of the 

house that they prmrided for my family and I, s traight away. I felt that all my loyalty and 

dedication including work in the army amounted to no thing when they told me this. 

\'\there was the care and loyalty from thc army to me? Nothing. I was d('\'astated abollt 

this. Because 1 had to <Juickly find accommodat ion In Christchurch, Schooling for my 

children and find work or return to School to upskil!. r chose to upskill by attending a 

!-ilm and TeleVISIon Course. 

34. Of the 30 students I was the only Maori and I topped the course. I thcn did a script 

writers course for 6 months and [hat was it. After that I got a job with television New 

Zealand and r was incredibly forrunate to Interview man)' Maori Battalion veterans from 

all O\'er the country. 

35. r interviewed many o f them, Rangi Logan, Charlie Mohi, rhe Reedy'S, N oel Raihania, 

heaps of them, Hastings, Gisbornc, Whangarei, everywhere. 

36. ·lnq"re nearly :111 gone now. I'm forrunate to have mct these rangatjl1l and [0 have 

lis tened to thcH ko rero. 



37. I tell you now, every soldie r, it doesn 't mailer whaT war they went 10, they all up Iheir 

hats to the Maori 13alta!ion. They are the tuakana to us all and they arc second to none. 

Nga mihi kia ratou. 

38. As cohorts many Vietnam veterans, thought we would all be gone before member~ of 

the Maori Battalion. !\{any o f us were so sick because of O UI tour of duty to Vietnam. I 

don', hold anything agamsr the MaOri Ba1t'aiion, hUi when we got back we didn', gel any 

respect let alone the type of respect which the 2H'h Maori Battalion receiv ed and 

deserved. Instead wc were called murderers, killers rapist etc and In terms of mana we 

gor nothing. 

39. A I<.kdic:d team also senred in Vietnam but I am nor sure jf there were :l.Ily Maori 

Nurses in their team during Illy tour of dury. 

40. Before I cod my korero/ brief, here is a whakalauki / proverb from a vcr}' good friend 

of mine a Mr Hank F mery II Vietnam Veteran, it encompasses everything that r havc 

said, 

"1..1f us s/(lfId mliltd /(/uk r lilt doak of ptart, T t Knrolj/(Ii 0 "J t iVlIIginJtllit. 

rig pro/uti!'t lV/(lI/tlc rifTlf-kla- Tallmgar 

.,.-Illd 11K lore of Cod 011 I-Jig!;:" 

And to remember ju~ t {]uietly, the sacrifice made by those Fallen comrades. 

41. Finally, I've attached rhe hislOry of my military senrjce, my medical conditions and the 

list of'grievances' that J h~IVC o n Attachmen t 'A' to my korero. 

42. Judge Issac and members of the Tribunal tbank you very much . 
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Attac hment 'A' 

POSTING -lRNZIR TERENDAK CAMP MALAYA 

-tJ. January 1967, I was posted to l'oananga's Baualion, lRNZIR, based at Terandak Camp, 

l\'la1Jacca, Malaysia under command of 28 Commonwealt h Brigade as part of Somh EaSt 

Asian Treaty Organisa tion ("SEATO''). 

44, New Zealand was also part of ANZUS (Australia New Zealand United Stales) . So when 

America said we needed to increase our commitmenT to South Vietnam, New Zealand 

obliged by sending two lnfanlry Compan}', Victor :Hld Whiskey Companies. 161 Ha nery 

Royal New Zealand Anillery was already based in Somh Vietnam sincc 1 %5. Othcr 

supporting Units followed. 

MILITARY SERVlCE IN SO UTH VIETNAM 

45. I served two tou~ to South Vietnam. I\"[Y fIrst lOur was with the second Company 

Victor 2, 14 November 1967 to May 1968. Our Officer Commanding was Major 

\\forsnop. 

46, My second tour was with 161 Battery, ROy:11 New Zealand Artillery from January 1971 

until May 197 1, based at Nui Oat Phuoc Tu}' Province, South Vietnam. We returned to 

New 7.ealand the same Month. Our Ihrtery Commander waS Major J ohn Masters fI.'le. 

47. During my ftrst tour to South Vietnam J was a Hineman widl 3 Seerion 4 Platoon, 

Victor 2. My Section Commander was Cpl Gary King. Our Platoon Commander was 

Liellten:ll1t Tony Howell ;md Platoon Sergeant was (;reg Hill. Greg's cider brother Tinr 

Hill (cx All Black) was the B5M 161 Batlery, Vietnam. W'c were under Command of the 

First Australian Task Force (IATF) alt:lched to 2 R.A.R. (2nd Battalion Royal Australian 

Regiment) & later with 4 R.A.R. (4'h Battalion Royal Australian Regiment). 

4H. t>.Iidnigbt, 14 November 1967, Victor 2 Company left for Chilngi Airport, Singapore by 

bus and we were :lir lifted \0 Vung Tall, South Vietnam by Bristol foreighters. \'We then 
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flcw to thc Horse Shoe by Chinook I-Idicoplcrs relieving Victor 1 of its Operatiunal 

duties to South Victnam . 

.J9. \'{J~, spent the first 6 weeks at the Horsc Shoe on T.AO.R (l'actical Area of 

Responsibility) patrols. \'\/hil$t standing at tbe Horse Shoc we were Told there will be 

some aerial spraying to o ur fron t. 'Ilw spraying looked orange in colour. \\;le were not 

Told what It was o ther than there is spraying to our frOIlt. \',:Ie now understand IT to be 

some type of defoliant / insecticide. Today however, r believe it to be "gent Orange. 

50. 1 also remember clearly on one occasion when we ran out of drinking water and the area 

we were patrolling was mangroves and no fresh water but salt water. I tned using 

paladin tablets to try and purify and make the water drinkable. Even boiling it did not 

work. 

51. We were not aHowed to hldio/signal in for fresh water supply because our mission was 

a coven operation and the locals and enemy Viet Cong had no idea that we were in the 

arc:!.. 

I remember thi s vcr)' clearly because on midnight 1967 New Year's Eve \vhilst on sentry 

with m y mate Eddie Hanner, I said to him, " Mate 1 got a linle bit of fresh water in one 

u f my water bottle, I saved it for this hour and J will share it with you". Midnight hour 

1967/ (iS we to:lsted the New Ye:J.r with what little water' had and It was the most 

delicious water we bo th eyer tasted even though it only wet our tongue. Two or three 

days later we returncd to the Horse Shoe and fe -deploycd to Nui Dat, Australian Task 

Force Base Area. In the meantime the first Whiskey Company had already arrived in 

South Vietnam November/ December 1967, based at Nui Da1. 

53. frOtT! NUl Dat our Company went on a number of operations inside the Phuoc Tuy 

Province and north of Saigon into the Rien Hoa Province. \'(Ie saw action on several 

occasions i.t. Operation D untroon and Operation Pinaaroo, but one in particular that 

comes to mind is Operation Coburg dUring the TET Offensive. 
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THE TET O F FENSIVE (V ietnamese New Year) 

Jan uary 31 - March 1968. 

5-t It was called {he Big Push South by the Nonh Vielllamese Anny (NVi\ ). Dunng this 

push we made contact with the enemy (Co!l{act~, frollt, left, right or rear). It W:lS alsu 

during this OffensIve February - i\·larch 1968, we lost twO of our comrades KIA 

(Killed in Acrjon), 

55, The first W:lS Private Des Hirini from Kawerau (KI f\) 1 February 1968, llle contact 

W3S late in the :Ifternoon and his body was kept overnight because it was ncar on dark. 

Today as I am speaking to you I can still see clearly Des' body and an enemy (NVA) 

lying side by side together, theIr bodies silhouetted by moonlight lying next {O Ollr 

penmeter track. Nex t morning Des' body was airlifted by helicopter to Dien Hoa Air 

Base, and then to Saigon, now known as Ho Chi Minh Ci ty, \'(/e buried rhe enemy 

soldier (NV1\) where he laid , 

56. Gunner Elwood's body was airlifted out all the same day to Saigon .. I a/so INighl add Ihal 

GIIIII!~r EIJI!o(}d alld I did Of/r flli/ifaty Iroi,,;,I,g j(}gtfber (Barir 54 A/~gl/Jl / Jep/elllbel' 19(6). 

57. 0500 the following morning 7 February 1968 we could hear rhe enemy NVA (Norrh 

Vie!113meSc Army) moving ililO position to launch a Dawn Attack, unfortunarely for 

[hem we were ready and we, 4 Platoon opened fire with our Claymores. Hell broke 

loose "!ld we were completely surrounded by a Company ro a Banalion Strength. 

However we managed to repel rhe attack aT a cost of 8 of our members wounded frolll 

5 and 6 Platoon. \'(Ie continued on with the [ask in hand and later returned to Nui Oat 

after sl>cnding a short stay at Firebase Anderson. 

58. There were another two comrades, Killed in 1\ction whilst I was in Vietnam. 'lney were 

Cpl George Hocrarn of Te ' \raroa 26 January 1968 and Private 13il\ i\waten; of RualOria, 

12 April }%8, bOlh soldiers was with lhe first \Xlhiskcy Company. However ano ther 

friend Cpl Jim Gatenby who served with {he first Victor Company was on his second 

tour with W!hiskey 2, K IA 5 June 1969 and a relative, Lcpl Barry Wahalllll Whiskey 
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Comp:lny who died fatally rmel aCCIdent J>lhore Bharu Malaya whilst on R&R from 

Vicw:1m la re 1968. 

59. CpJ Jim Garenby is bUfied aT Terandak CHIlP Malacca, M:lJaya. Cpl Ceorge Hoerara 

buried at Hinerupc l\brae Te Aruaroa, Bill Awate_re at Ruatona and Gunner Elwood:lt 

I"oxton. Pte Des Hinni is buried at Kawerau Cemetery >lnd Lcpl fbrry \\;/ahanui al 

iVlokai Kainga Aotea Road Kawhia. 

60. However apart from J im Gatenhy it was m>lny ye>lfS after the Viernam war that I found 

out where m)' friends were buricd. Ir was a a lifting of my wairua/:>pirit TO know where 

they were so I can visit their graves whenever J am in the area. 

61 \'(Ie hnd nearly completed our six months tom of dury 1"0 50mh Vietnam when ·1 

pl:ltoon's position was t .. lortar Uombcd. Five of my cornnldes were hit :md wounded by 

shrapnel. "they were medivac TO Vung Tall / Saigon and back to Singapore, before 

n::runung home to New Zealand. 

62. 1 was not with 4 Plat<Xltl hut instead I w"s a m:lChine gunner of a 15 man two section 

patrolling near the Hai J Jill's West of Nui i)>It. Corporal JTD RUllga whosc daughters 

Boh and Hic Runga. are f"mous NZ singers/ musicians, was our Patrol Commander. 

Rihari (Dick) Darb>aville was one of the Section 21C \'(' hen wc renJrneti to Nui Dat, the 

reST of Victor 2 Company \vas >II ready back at Base. 'f hc following day 14 May 1968 we 

were rc!.ie\'ed by Victor 3. 

63. On our return to Terendak Camp Malacca MalaYSia. Most of the members of Victor 2 

Company relurned to NZ. Fcw of us including myself remained behind because wc still 

had six months to sen'c in South East Asia. I and many of m)' comrades were very 

fortunate indeed 10 be sdected (0 scn'e alongside VeTerans of the Malay and Borneo 

conflict, becausc thcy were professional soldiers. I was one hell6f a lucky young soldier 

to have senrcd in a theatre of war alongside them. 

64. \Vhi isl on leave :"I few of my friends and I visited our five wounded comnLde~ at BMI1, 

British 1VliliLary Hospital in Singapore_ Thc), were full of laughter, which was gooJ to 

~ee and that made us happy and proud. 
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THE RETURN HOME 

(j5. Later that yea r we n;mrncd TO New Zealand amongst a ba mlge of protest. r could no! 

understand why, because when I left for Malaya January 1967 r did not sec any protest 

at all. I came to resent this protest morc: ~o in laler life when I rcalis<.--tl that the 

defoliants/insecticide that were sprayed In areas that we patrolled would corne 10 playa 

vcry big part in my health and that of my children and gr:lI1cl-childrcn in later ycars. 

Gu. In September 1969 I left the Ann)' and 1 drifted from one job \0 the mher. I drank one 

bottle o f whiskey every day for six months :l1ld smoked 3 to 4 packets a day. I became a 

drifter and a looser. I also met my wife earlier that year :md we had our first child 2H 

December 1969. 

SECOND TOUR VIETNAM 161 BATTERY 

67. Early in 1970 I said to Illy wife that J was sorry That she had met me, because I have to 

&'0 back to Vietnam. I viewed my life as worthless and ] thought it would only gel 

worse .if 1 didn't do something. My wife reluctantly agreed and in May 1970, l re-Joined 

the Army serving with 16 1 B:lt!ery Royal New Zealand Artillery based at Papakura 

Camp. was forruna le also that I was able ro buy back my service, giving me a 

continuous service in the NZ Army. 

68. ~[y second child Noeline Patricia Te Ru Apiti was bom on the 30Th of D ecember 1970 

two or three days later I was on my wa}' tu Sourh Vietnam, alongside olher members of 

l()] l:bltery RNZA D uring this tour, rhe Hattery was deployed on a number of fire 

support bases in the Phuoc Tuy Province. 

69. April 1971, I can remember one incident during Fire liase Tobin when we were giving 

lire support to Victor 5 who was in co ntact wirh rhe enemy. An Iriquoi IIc1icopter flew 

towards jllst outside of ollr perimeter hovering approximately 50 TO 60 meters and jusl 
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dropped to the ground and made a loud thud. The pilot Jumped out thrcw Ius helmet 

on lhe ground. His co-pilot was all shot up. I remember Ihis vividly. 

70. Our last month in Sourh Vietnam G unner RJ Ramcka and 1 flew to Chi L'l.!l ncar thc 

Cambodian Border 10 lake some of 161 Banery's (;tluipment to 1 NZAITV (One New 

Ze:(!and, Austr::llia, Training Team Vietnam) who were based there. 'nlC), were training 

Cambodi:m and South Vietnamese soldiers. \'!:.le were stuck there for one week. I met 

some of my ex-comrades like Paul Hunter who was a Section Commander with Victor 

2. (CIJIIIII:r Romtlet, con/pltltd his IOllr ill l/ itlJldm wilh I N7.r1·/ TI /). 

71. 1 i\-Iay 1971, 161 fired its last Round in Vietnam and on the eighth 161 Battery paraded 

on the Airfield at Vung Tau and each soldier was presented with the Vietnamese 

Presidential Unit_Citation of rhe Cross of Calhlntry wirh Palm Leaf. W/e flew back to 

NZ via Singapore. We s tayed two nigh ts at N eesoon Barracks. \Ve arrived 10 New 

Zea.l:lnd in da.rkness. As the proverb says, " I Haere i rolO i te Po, i hoki mai i rotO i 1e 

Po". (\,\1e went i1l darkness we arrived home in darkness). 

MEDICAL CONDITIONS 

72. For 44 years I would get eXTreme pain in my stomach and r would buckle up into a 

foetus position to try TO control the pain. Every time I fclt the pam coming o n I would 

run and hide;: 111 the toilet or anywhere, where people could not see me. There were 

periods r would go without feeling an}' pain for months and for some unknown rcason 

It comes b:lck on. \'{!hen I visit my doctor the pain would go away and I could no t 

explain to the Doctor whaT was wrong WiTh me. 

73. In 1998 I was to ld by my G P I had a quarry of stones 10 my stomach and I needed to 

havc the Gall Stones removed which I did and I thought this could be the c:mse of my 

stom .. 'lch pain. Unfortunately, it wasn't. 
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74. On une occasion while [ W:l.~ on patrolm Vietnam 1 remember getting this excruciating 

pain in my stomach and l asked one of my mates to hold onto 10 me very tight until the 

pam goes away. 

75. J aOlmry 1969 Burnham Cunp I [ospital, I was being treated for SOme type of 

Hookwoml I n:ccived during my £our of South Viernam. I was told I had two deferent 

types o f hookwonn which 1 contracted in Vietnam. Despite rhe treatment I received I 

kept getting ston1;"tch pams. 

76. 4 July 2011, I was admittcd to Auckland Hospi tal ICU for J leart 0pcr."Irion, Ischacmic 

I-Ieart Disease wirh Aortic Dissection, and a further 3 Gut / Srom:lCh operations. I was 

also dia&'J.l0sed with insufficient blood ::ilIpply to my Gut - bowel ischaemia and Illy 

f:tmily was told that 30% of my small intestines were dead had been de:td for a long 

period of rime. 'Illis could be the reason for my stomach l>:til1 ovcr the years. 

77. Inadequate blood flow to the bowel causes a serious surgical illness that, if not promptly 

treated , leads to death in mOSI patients. It has a lugh mortality r.ue of 6 to 9 parienrs in 

every 10. It is rare, but occurs in patients afrer major cardiac surgery, and cOnuTIonly 

caused by poor heart function. I guess I was knocking on heaven's door. I was told I 

was 1 in 100 to h:tve lived through the operlltion. 

78. I WaS asked to take part in a Pilot study investiga ting the usefulness of novel biomarkers 

in diagnosis of NOl\H. [agreed. I was given a STOMA and on release from Auckland 

Hospital I returned home. I went back to work but six months later I returned to 

Auckhtnd I lospital to have the S"J'Ol'.lA remOved and have my bowel motions operating 

nonnally. And [ thank my wife very much for taking very good care of me through my 

recovery and I Praise the Lord . 

79. Because of my medical condiTion, 1 voluntarily left my job as Producer of \'Vaka Huia 

Maori Programmes TVNZ on the 28 of February 201 2 after serving 20 years with the 

Company. 

80. On 3 Decembe r 2012, I accepted a Full Time position as a Kaumaanla at Te Kaahui 

Om 1 ... [aon 11ealth ServIce, Middlemore 1I05pitai Counties Manukau District Health 

16 



Do:ml. It was th<.' ideal pl<1 c(~ to keep <111 eye 011 my health and in November 2014 , 

:lcccpted a volumary position as [he J\Iaori Representati\'e / KaUmaatlL'l Royal New 

Zealand Returned and Sen,ices Association . (NZR&SA). 

GRIEVANCES 

HI. GRIEVANCE \: It was an unnatural state ill an environment filled with anguish and 

anxiety. \'(Ie were removed from our support circles. 

82. CHIEVANCE 2: On return from leavt\ therc was lack of counselling, suppOrt, failure 

to help reintegrate into society. There wert: no help line phone numbers. nlere was 

also humiliariol1 and inadeCJuacy. "111e Governme.nt and RSA had spurious suppon. \V/e 

were paraded down Queen Street in Auckland and were subjected to a barrage of abuse. 

83. GRIEVANCE 3: The Crown «clobbering machine", public admonishment by ou r 

employer, the c. rown. Veterans retreated into unhealthy lifesryles, denial, alcohol, 

deepening eXlsung deep psychological wounds and damage diagnosed PTSD and 

depression. 

84. GRII';VANCE 4: The Crown seemed happy for us 10 bear brunt of derision, failure to 

support or protect or stand up for us war vcterans. This gave nse to accusations of 

delusion and feelings of abandonment. I srafted to cven doubt myself. "lhe 

Government deni ed our accusations causmg further stress in particular that we were not 

spr:lycd/or we were not in an :"Irea thar was sprayed with defoliant/ insecticide. 

85. GRIEVANCE 5: Being taxed whilst in country on active service annoyed me. 

understood th ere would be full refund at ne xt tax return. I wam a full refund in today 's 

doll:lrs. No taxation without representatio n. We gave away our rights to representation 

when we were in the country. 

8(l. GRIEVA NCE 6: The Army or government's failure to tell me abOUI my entitlements 

and how to access them caused me and my family prejudice. The government is quick 

to post out leaflets infonrung other entitlements about wha t is available. \,(/hy did they 
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not do the same for my family and I? 1 had no knowledge of disability assislance until 

199R. 

87. GRIEVANCE 7: We had little or no meaningful contact with those in the Army on 

return {com Vietnam. There were ad-hoc returns and 110 transition. \~le had no feeling 

of worth or brotherhood from the AmlY. Victnam VCtS were the only ones 

con tinuo usly armed then "dumped" into a peKe time context when suddenly there was 

no wellpon! My brain is unable to process thi~ 10(0 011ario1\ or make sense of it. No 

wonder many of us relied on alcohol and cigarettes to avoid emotional reality. I for one 

relied heavy on bom:e. 

88. GRlEVANCE 8: Hiding and avoiding the issues behind emotional problems 

contributed to disintegrated rc1atiom;hips. In turn removing aile of the few support 

stfllcturc available wreaked havoc with my equilibrium. nlere were limited resources. 

It is my \·iew that these multiplicd and I suffercd quite scvere social and economic 

loss. It had an impaCT on ability to carll and on potcnual lifetime mcome. Business, 

work, family, friends all were an escalating slrugglc which nccd not havc been (to the 

extent) had intervention happencd, as I now know I was cluilled to. \'Vhen this was 

gOing on - unnccessarily prolonged - how do I know when the suffering actually started? 

89. GRIEVANCE 9: The other most humiliating of my experience in [' .... Iarch 1988 when I 

was told my sen'ices in the i\ rmy IS no longer needed, In other words your servICe is no 

longer requlrcd after scn'lng 21 yean;. 1 remember at Humham Camp asking the Camp 

Orderly Clerk if I can go all ~I Rehabilitation Scttlement Course to p repare myself for 

Civili:m Life. I was told no I do not ~Iua1ify. 

90. GRIEVANCE 10. I asked the Camp 2IC if I could remain in the Army Housing area at 

Burnham until I could find accommodation for me and my 4 childrcn. At that time, my 

late wife Paku had left us and I was bringing up my children on my own. I was told NO 

and I was to vacate thc camp housing area on my last day in the l\nny. 1r was heart 

breaking to see my children wondcring what is next. I managed to find accommodation 

in Christchurch. 

I ~ 



91 . G RI E VANCE II \\lith no counsdling from thc army prior 10 leaving th e J\nny, it wa s 

very heart breaking es.pecially whcn you have childrcn to bring up. How was I meant to 

go makc rhe transition from Ann}' soldicr - a macillne ready to fight and kill, to fath er? 

92. (; Rl EVl\NC E 12. Normally when one leaves the 1\m1cd !'"orces he ge ts a clean bill of 

health and Dental Care. Un fortunately for mc rwo weeks after I left I had an awful 

toothache and two of my back tccrh literal1)' fell out. I was also diagnosed with high 

blood pressure aud the probl ems with my stomach. 

93. GR IEVANCE 13. 'l1,e loss of mana 111 my parents' eyes. 'l1,e stigma of fighTing was 

due to the public percepTion: a perception whIch the government themselyes were 

fuelling! 11,e government addt~d the hatred th:l.t the public felt towards us, yer we \vere 

only doing our job. 

94. GR IEVANCE 14. I.ack on honouring the ·[·reaty. TI,e Government allowed things 10 

happen to my hapu and iWI and to our land, yet had no problem sending us off to fight. 

'nley did not reciprocate to us and failed to do the right thing by our land. In particular, 

was the fai lure to consult with us by putting :l power linc right through our marae and a5 

a result wc can't re-new our whare tupuna and wharckai and to do so would cost 

580,000.00 to move rhe POwer Line and "l"ransfonn a before we could do any 

restoration. 

95. GRIEVANCE 15. The desecration of waaru tapu: the loss of my parents' dignity 

because of the road put through from "l"e Papa 0 \X'hatihua at the Landing Aotea Road 

to M:mkutea during the 1960's without their consent. Here I am fighting, whar respect 

does my fa mily get in return for my pu tting my life on the line? 

POST WAR VIETNAM 

96. POSt war Vicrnam I staycd on ill the Army for further 17 years serving with the 

following Units, I R:lnger S(luadron NZSAS Papakura, lui D:lneI)' Papakura Camp, 

32(E) Barrc0', Burnham Camp, 4 ~'1edium Hattery, Hamilton, 2 R.!'JZI R Hurnham 
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Camp, 1 RN Z ] R Singapon:, C Company, 5 \"ellington \'('cst Coast Taranrt ki Regiment 

(5\v\VC l) Palmcrston North. T raining \\ling 13urnham Camp. 

97 . tvbrch / April 1988 I got a call from my Marae it was time for me to recum home co 

take up my positio n on rhe Prtepae as one o f thelr leaders and speaker. I accepted and 

the old people taught me everything in terms o f reo and T ika nga. 

98. I f my evidence will help ill any way to help the children and grandchildren of Viernmn 

Veterans then] have repaid my debt to SOCie ty particularly my mother and to m)' 

anceSTOrs o f Ngati Te \·Wehi. 

99. ·l1,ere is a prove rb they lise to sa)' to me " t"'[a te hee ka kite ai te tib" " from the wrong 

you will evenTu ally sec the tnJth". 

100 . Wait:lOg1 Tribunal thank you very much. 

RONA 11[(1 APITI 
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